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Presentation slide 1.2

Every child has the right to live

free from discrimination

(United Nations Convention on the Rights of the Child 1989)



ITALIAN SCHOOL Laws 

(Law 8 October 2010, n.170).

● According to the (art. 3) of the Constitution of the

Italian Republic: “all citizens have equal social

dignity and are equal before the law, without

distinction of sex, race, language, religion, political

opinion, personal and social conditions. It is the

duty of the Republic to remove those obstacles of

an economic or social nature which constrain the

freedom and equality of citizens, thereby impeding

the full development of the human person”



Pillars of Italian Educational System

● The Republic guarantees 

the freedom of the arts 

and sciences, which may 

be freely taught.     The 

Republic lays down 

general rules for education 

and establishes state 

schools of all branches 

and grades (art. 33 )      

Schools are open to 

everyone (art. 34)

● The educational system 

in Italy is organized 

according to the 

principles of subsidiarity 

and of autonomy of 

schools.       Schools are 

autonomous as for 

didactic, organizational 

and research activities. 



But what about SEN pupils? 

Integration started in Italy in 1971, when, by Law 118, compulsory 

education had to “take place in regular classes, except in case of mental 

deficiencies or physical impairments so severe to prevent learning or 

integration in common classes.”      

Then, Law 517/1977 prescribed to activate, both in primary and middle 

schools, “procedures to integrate handicapped pupils by providing special 

teachers”. 

The main frame for all disability issues is Law 104/1992: it guarantees 
people with disabilities and their families the ownership of specific 
rights;  provides assistance; states the full integration and the adoption 
of prevention measures and functional recovery; ensures social, 
economic and legal protection. Law 104/1992, moreover, prescribes to 
remove any barrier (architectural and sensorial) and to introduce 
appropriate aids and tools to support pupils with disabilities in education 
and training. 



Law 170/2010

Law 170/2010 - stated that pupils with learning

disorders don’t need special teachers, but a new

way of teaching, according to their way of learning.

The main aim was to shift the focus from aclinic, to a

pedagogic view, by empowering all subjects

involved in the educational process.

There were still some obstacles in introducing

personalization and individualization in learning.



BES 

(SEN- Specific Educational Needs students)

The Ministerial Directive 27 December 2012, on 

BES (SEN), created an “umbrella”, to cover all 

kinds of difficulties at school: disabilities, SLDs, 

SDDs, socioeconomic, cultural or linguistic 

disadvantage or pupils that can be anyhow in 

need of special care. 

This, in order to ensure more inclusive practices 

in classrooms through individualized and 

personalized educational plans. 



When pupils do not necessarily have SEN

Pupils are not regarded as having a learning

difficulty solely because:

 the language or form of language of their

home is different from the language in which

they will be taught

 they have a disability

 they have a medical diagnosis or condition



INCLUSION AT SCHOOL

SPECIAL EDUCATIONAL NEEDS

AND

SPECIFIC LEARNING DISORDERS



Inclusion at School

Pupils with disabilities generally attend 

mainstream schools, in the ordinary sections 

and classes at all educational levels.       

At enrolment, parents should submit the 

specific certification regarding the type of 

disability and the right to receive specific 

support. 



Owing to this certification the following documents are drawn up:

• the functional diagnosis;

• the dynamic-functional profile;

• the PEI (individualized educational plan).

Moreover schools must remove all barriers and offer all

facilities (also through the use of ICT) in the most functional

manner suited to the needs of each pupil.

Usually, classes hosting 1-2 pupils with disabilities group a maximum

of 20 pupils.

Each class having pupils with disabilities has one or more support

teachers. Support teachers are teachers specialized in SEN. They

are fully part of the teachers’ team of the classes and take part in all

the activities concerning planning and assessment.

Italian Procedures for SEN students



Assessment 

● Assessment for pupils with disabilities is carried 

out according to the goals set by the 

individualized educational plan. 

● Although assessment procedures are the same 

applied to all pupils, they take into account 

pupils’ progresses rather than their 

achievements. 



PLANNING A PDP

● It is responsibility of the school: the  team of teachers 

(in the case of primary school) and teachers of the 

classroom board (in the case of secondary school);

● cooperation of the student's family;

● it must be drawn up within the first quarter of the 

reference school year: (in some cases during the course 

of the year);



FORMAT OF PDP

● Student personal information;

● Italian language level and skills;

● Skills in the humanistic area;

● Skills in the technical-scientific area;

• Student personal profile;

● Methodological and didactic strategies adopted by the 

Classroom board;



D.S.A 

(SLD – Specific Learning Disorders)

SLDs are diagnosed by the competent offices of the National health

system.

Schools, pre-primary schools included, should promptly intervene in

presence of suspect cases of SLD, upon notice to the pupil’s family.

At the enrolment of pupils with Specific Learning Disorders (DSA),

parents should submit to schools the official certification released by

the relevant offices of the National health system.

"everyone is a genius. If someone judges a fish in his ability to climb 

trees, he will spend his whole life believing in his stupidity“

A. Einstein



A  D.S.A IS A PUPIL WITH A PROBLEM OF

● Dyslexia: difficulty in reading, writing, inversion of letters, numbers,

syllables, replacing letters with similar sounds (m / n - p / b - d / b),

omission of vowels;

● Dyscalculia: severe difficulty in making arithmetical calculations, as a

result of brain disorder, difficulty with the Pythagorean table;

● Dysgraphia: inability to write coherently, as a symptom of brain

disease or damage;

● Dysorthography: pupil is not able to use punctuation marks, accents

and pairs of letters.

They are considered persistent disorders, as they are of neuro-

biological origin and remain all lifelong.



Assessment 

● As pupils with SLD are in charge of the 

curricular teachers, the Italian Ministry of 

Education MIUR has issued guidelines to help 

schools support pupils with SLD. 

● In particular, schools should activate specific 

pedagogic and didactic measures to guarantee 

their achievements, also through personalized 

educational plans (PDP) and the possibility of 

using compensative tools and dispensatory 

measures. 



INDIVIDUALIZED AND PERSONALIZED 

DIDACTICS. COMPENSATIVE  AND 

DISPENSATIVE MEASURES

In Italy the Law 170/2010 provides that educational

institutions guarantee "the use of individualized and

personalized teaching"

● "Individualized" is the intervention on the individual,

rather than the whole class or on a small group;

● "personalized" when it is addressed to a particular

learner.

The formative action sets common objectives for all the members

of the group-class, but it is conceived by adapting the

methodologies according to the individual characteristics of the

learners,with the aim of ensuring that everyone achieves the

fundamental competences of the curriculum required.



It is compulsory, according to the Law

170/2010 that educational institutions

guarantee:

'The introduction of compensative tools,

including alternative learning tools and new

technologies, as well as measures to

dispense with certain services that are not

essential for the quality of the concepts to be

learned'.



COMPENSATIVE TOOLS- ITC Tools



DISPENSATORY MEASURES

these tools allow pupils not to perform certain tasks which, owing

to their disorder, are particularly difficult and which do not improve

learning. Example:

● reading aloud

● writing under dictation

● take notes

● copy from the blackboard

● No restrictive time in delivery written tasks

● the excessive amount of homework

● carrying out more evaluation tests in short times

● the mnemonic study of formulas, tables, definitions



A SWOT Analysis of the problem 

and possible solutions 

There are some critical aspects, and, particularly, the risk of

labeling different pupils.

In some situations we are still at risk of seeing pupils with

disabilities dealing only with the support teacher instead of all

the class.

2 ways to foster inclusion

• ICF approach; ICF-CY is designed to record characteristics of the

developing child and the influence of the environment surrounding

the child. The focus is on prevention and intervention, by

recognising both facilitating and hindering factors

• In-service teachers’ training:



2 ways to foster inclusion  

● ICF approach; ICF-CY is designed to record characteristics of the

developing child and the influence of the environment surrounding

the child. The focus is on prevention and intervention, by recognising

both facilitating and hindering factors

• In-service teachers’ training: School is responsible for offering

appropriate educational opportunities for every child.

Law 128/2013 has introduced the principle of compulsory in-service

training. Since SEN pupils are in charge of all the school staff,

teachers and school managers of all school levels receive a specific

in-service training for pupils with Special Educational Needs.

Training activities focus on topics such as early risk identification,

didactic measures to be adopted both with the pupil and with the

class-group, assessment procedures and guidance.



Every SEND student is unique 

Know your students!

• Prior learning

• Target level or grade

• SEN or G & T

• Skills and knowledge 
required to reach or 
exceed target

Know where you want to 
go to

• What are your objectives 
for the lesson?

• ‘All’ ‘Most’ ‘Some’ ?

• Support? 

• Extension: quality not 
quantity

• How will students be 
grouped?



TEACHING STRATEGIES 

 COOPERATIVE LEARNING: to organize the cognitive

tasks and social relationship among pupils;

 Teach- ware based on verbal problem-solving activity;

 Teacher’s skills of classroom management;

 Interactive white board;

 Flipped Classroom, where the students are the real

protagonist of their learning;

 Use of visual images as primary source of access to

knowledge;

 Who I am? Technique for self-esteem



Differentiation – Progress for All

The Most Common Types of teaching strategies are  

• By outcome

• By task

• By questioning

• By support



Differentiation – Progress for All

Differentiation by Outcome
• All students complete 

same task
• The resulting work is at a 

number of different levels 
reflecting the individual 
student’s ability (?)

• Examination task
• Suitable in the teaching 

process?
• Best from students?

Differentiation by Task

• Language

• Activities

• Teaching methods

• Thinking processes



Differentiation – Progress for All

• Some students need more help than others to complete 
the task

• The amount and degree of help provided can be 
differentiated to meet the needs of individual students

• This support can be provided by the teacher or by other 
adults 

• The support could come from other students

• ICT

• An able pupil could be supported by an independent 
learning package



What about Learning Styles?

What is called Learning Style is referred to the ways in which

Information enters each own brain

Herbert Putcha asserted that» If you don’t know your students,

how can you teach them?»

So, the primary goal of education is to produce students

capable of thinking for themselves.

As we can tailor our teaching methods to match the learning

styles that our students possess.

Understanding learning styles will allow teachers to understand

how the students setting in our classes learn the best.



THE INTELLIGENCE PROFILE WAS 

CREATED BY HOWARD GARDNER
His  theory of “multiple intelligences,” suggests abilities 

which seem to cluster in eight different areas:
 Verbal-Linguistic Skills

 Logical-Mathematical Skills

 Bodily-Kinesthetic Skills

 Visual-Spatial Skills

 Interpersonal Abilities

 Intrapersonal Abilities

 Musical Abilities

 Naturalistic Abilities



Learning Styles- Categories



VISUAL LEARNERS

Prefer to see information such as pictures, 
diagrams, cartoons, demonstrations

Picture words and concepts they hear as images

Easily distracted in lecture with no visual aids

Overwhelmed with intense visuals 
accompanied by lecture

Benefit from using charts, maps, notes, and 
flash cards when studying



AUDITORY LEARNERS

 Prefer to hear information spoken

Can absorb a lecture with little effort

May not need careful notes to learn.

Often avoid eye contact in order to concentrate

May read aloud to themselves

 Like background music when they study



TACTILE OR KINESTHETIC LEARNERS

Prefer touch as their primary mode for taking in 
information

 In traditional lecture situations, they should write out 
important facts

Create study sheets connected to vivid examples

Role-playing can help them learn and 
remember important ideas

May benefit by using manipulatives



LEARNING STYLES –

HOW TO HELP LEARNERS

Visual

Verbal

Sensory

Intuitive

Active

Reflective

Sequential

Global

Input - Presentation

Perception - Content

Processing - Participation

Understanding - Perspective

Visual

Verbal

Linear

Sweeping

Active

Passive

Concrete

Abstract

Learning Style
Teaching Style



DISCOVER YOUR 

OWN LEARNING STYLE

 Take a Learning Styles test.

 Think about your favorite classes so far. What do they have 
in common? Did you like…
 mastering facts?
 discussion? or working on your own?
 lecture? or pairing or grouping?
 hands-on activities?

 How do you think you learn?



USING KNOWLEDGE OF YOUR LEARNING 

STYLE

Knowing your learning style, both your strengths and 

your weaknesses, can help you study more effectively. 



BUILD STRENGTHS ACROSS THE 

LEARNING STYLES
Make the best use of your learning style.

Work harder in skills that don’t come easily to 
you.

Be flexible and adaptable, try new things and new 
ways.

Keep growing! Don’t be easily satisfied!



REMEMBER!

NO MATTER WHAT YOUR LEARNING STYLE IS,

IT’S VERY IMPORTANT TO-

Be involved in class – participate!

Link classroom experience to the outside world

Relate class concepts to your own life.

Ask questions and offer criticism.

 Stimulate further relevant discussion.

Don’t get distracted – stay “on-task”

Keep an open mind: there are many ideas beyond 
your own.



CONCLUSIONS

Different instructors have different goals

regarding student participation.

Some expect students to concentrate on

listening, thinking, and taking notes.

Others want students to be actively

involved in other ways as well.

Participating in various ways will develop

students academic skills.

Asking or responding to questions can

make a class more worthwhile for you and

your classmates.



“ Tell me and I forget. 

Teach me and I remember.

Involve me and I learn”
( B. Franklin)

THANKS for the Attention
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 http://www.ncsu.edu/felder-

public/learning_Styles.html

 http://www.engr.ncsu.edu/learningstyles/ilsweb.

html

 http://www.uncw.edu/cte/soloman_felder.htm

 ILOP –IPRASE Trentino by Maurizio Gentile

 Italy- Ways of Iclusion in Law and at School- MIUR 

by Rosaria Petrella

 Teaching SEND and the Effective use of the Other 

Adults in the classroom by Learners First
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