
TOPIC 1 

FRIDAYS FOR FUTURE 

Politics for future 

THE PAST 

Undoubtedly Italy has undergone significant changes since the end of World War II 

both from a political and an economic point of view. 

The first important change took place thanks to a referendum on June 2, 1946, when 

Italy, which until that date was a monarchy, became a republic. Moreover its 

economy, which was mainly based on agriculture, started changing and by 1971 the 

number of people employed in agriculture had dropped by more than 60% making 

Italy become an industrial country. 

Of course energy has played a fundamental role in the pattern of Italian economic 

development. But the energy model on which the growth of our country was built 

over the last 50 years is no longer sustainable. This is shown by the increase in CO2 

emissions , its effects on the ecosystem and the rising of the average temperature all 

over the country.  In most Italian towns the temperature, compared to 50 years ago,  

has risen of about 2.2 degrees centigrades, with some peaks of 4 grades centigrades 

in some areas . The situation has been worsened by the last decade-long economic 

crisis which has provided evidence for the growth of inequalities in Italy. A number of 

factors underlie this long-term process such as the lack of appropriate responses from 

politics to several critical issues: globalization, trade and financial integration, 

technological transformation, labour market, demographic trends and migration. 

Actually in the past 50 years politicians did not seem so aware of these problems and 

did not pay enough attention to all the warnings from scientists and international 

institutions about the danger of climate change and the environmental issues. 

 

                           

 

                                                                TODAY 

Luckily civil society organizations, local authorities and International youth 

movements, such as Fridays for future, have started working together and pressing 

politics to pay the right attention to these  global problems. In 2016 the Italian 



Alliance for Sustainable Development ASVIS , was born. It is an organization which  

gathers over 150 organizations in the economic and social field, launches campaigns 

to foster  cultural-political reflections on strategic topics such as: 

• decreasing poverty,  

• inequality,  

• discrimination,  

• unemployment (particularly among youth and women),  

• ensuring an environmentally sustainable economic development,  

• increasing the opportunities for training, education and social progress, 

• restoring the competitiveness of Italian companies through a “fourth industrial 

revolution” based on innovative and sustainable technologies.  

Italian politicians are now aware of the global dimension of this challenge and  actively 

promote Agenda 2030 and its SDGs also in the context of its current G7 Presidency. 

The Italian government  is currently engaged in integrating the 2030 Sustainable 

Development Goals to the economic, social and environmental programming, 

through drafting the “National Sustainable Development Strategy 2017/2030” (NSDS) 

based on  a circular, low-emission economy, resilient to climate impacts and to other 

global changes. The NSDS recognises that global challenges can be solved only 

through a joint effort of the international community and that Italy has to help partner 

countries to reach the same Goals that have to be reached domestically.  

Last but not least for the first time in its history Italy has a Ministry for Ecological 

Transition, which is a specific institution for the transformation of the Italian 

production system towards a more sustainable model. It aims at changing the entire 

approach to production, consumption and lifestyle all over the country. This new 

Ministry, led by Mr Roberto Cingolani, physicist and former chief of the Italian 

Technology Institute, is going to play an important role in the decision on how to 

spend 70 billion euros of the European recovery plan for Italy on the right green 

projects such as wind and photovoltaic installations. 

To sum up we can conclude by saying that ,unlike the past 50 years , nowadays Italian 

politicians regard environmental and green issues as a priority , which means they 

have at last started caring for future generations.  

 



 

 

 

 


